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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 6,451 NA 5,235 785
1940 6,032 NA 4,503 635
1945 8,784 NA 4,594 435
1950 9,594 4,366 5,703 327
1954 12,203 4,400 6,057 149
1959 11,435 3,245 6,625 322
1964 12,548 2,525 2,931 331
1969 14,491 2,401 4,861 160
1974 18,785 2,332  6,396 209
1978 14,652 2,200 4,272 228
1982 16,556 2,550 3,269 (D)
1987 15,689 2,341 2,523 (D)
1992 16,053 1,429 1,270 378
1997 17,316 1,069 (D) 577

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 493 451 518

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 9,110 8,206 4,864
Grains 449 471 338
Tobacco 8,075 7,298 4,335
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 187 116 107
Other field crops (D) (D) (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons 73 (D) 24
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) ---- ----
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products (D) (D) (D)
Forest Products Sold 619 119 145

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 6,465 5,382 6,192

Poultry and products (D) 5 (D)
Dairy products 2,372 2,859 (D)
Cattle and calves 2,925 2,317 1,874
Hogs and pigs (D) 172 (D)
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) (D)
Other livestock and          
 products 21 (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 15,575 13,588 11,055

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 305 174 36

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1969 113 172 506 206 37 12 2 1,048
1974 82 153 336 195 28 16 4 814
1978 92 127 313 153 37 14 4 740
1982 72 109 288 171 31 15 3 686
1987 53 71 217 130 28 19 7 518
1992 31 62 175 137 31 15 4 451

1997 27 74 194 137 40 21 ---- 493
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 379 268 229 234
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 307 250 222 259

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 10 6 6
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 48 32 21
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 96 92 85
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160 113 93 117
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 118 106 110
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 133 122 154
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 53 54 57
NA  Not available.
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Charlotte County is located in the southern Piedmont
Plateau. Formed from part of Lunenburg in 1764, the county was
named in honor of Queen Charlotte, wife of King George II.
Interestingly, Charlotte County was the home of both Patrick Henry
and John Randolph.  Henry died and is buried at Red Hill, his last
home. 

 Of Charlotte’s total land area of 304,019 acres, 43 percent
or 131,587 acres was in farms in 1997.  According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there  were 493 farms in the county, each
averaging 267 acres in size and worth an average of $317,145,
including land and buildings. Much like other areas of the state, the
land in farms in Charlotte has steadily declined since 1934, when
252,576 acres of farmland were recorded.

The topography of the county is gently rolling, with  soils
varying from loam to clay.  Temperatures average 36 degrees in
January and 76 in July.  Precipitation averages 40 inches annually,
with monthly averages of more than 4 inches during the important
crop months of June, July, and August.

Along with several manufacturing plants, agriculture is an
integral part of Charlotte’s economy.  Flue-cured and fire-cured
tobacco provide over half of the value of farm product sales. In fact,
Charlotte is one of the state's leading producers of these varieties.
Dairying is another important industry,  supplying 15 percent of total
farm receipts in 1997.  During the five-year period from 1992-1997
income from crops increased by 11 percent while income from
livestock increased by 20  percent.   As approximately two-thirds of
the county is wooded, it is not surprising that the sale of forest
products is also important on many farms.  There are many sawmill
operations in the county that provide additional income and
employment.

In 1990, Charlotte’s estimated  population was 11,688.  The
total gross personal income that year was $154.6 million, or an
average of $13,226 per capita. 

 The county seat  is at Charlotte Court House.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 2,813 252,576 18 43,703 35,122 22,746 10,162 NA 128,620
1940 2,435 248,751 23 47,405 25,168 20,219 NA NA NA
1945 2,450 245,686 31 45,143 17,194 18,351 16,842 NA 139,666
1950 2,010 228,259 49 39,594 23,204 16,910 12,418 NA 128,630
1954 1,904 214,572 63 37,079 15,060 12,557 18,547 NA 123,773
1959 1,475 196,960 89 31,915 18,645 9,002 17,183 NA 113,182
1964 1,271 184,355 119 26,509 16,913 8,485 15,689 14,249 63,586
1969 1,048 160,300 178 24,414 14,341 17,104 7,209 16,530 39,297
1974 2/ 814 148,472 360 25,680 11,756 19,317 11,457 13,046 44,877
1978 740 135,995 607 24,417 10,598 19,907 3,744 16,804 50,717
1982 686 131,676 614 25,361 9,288 18,872 6,576 15,337 48,387
1987 518 118,811 714 20,270 11,052 19,916 6,503 10,475 46,066
1992 451 112,944 913 19,138 13,513 17,560 11,868 11,971 35,164
1997 493 131,587 1,170 21,485 12,475 20,492 15,113 11,519 44,822
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,854 189,621 36 775 NA NA
1950 2/ 419 30,360 29 2,393 NA NA
1954 3/ 3 76,260 30 314 NA NA
1959 3/ 1 20,000 39 350 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 7 104 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 11 1,951
1974 5/ 6/ 1 (D) NA NA 62 752
1978 5/ ---- ---- 2 (D) 6 602
1982 1 (D) 1 (D) 4 (D)
1987 ---- ---- 4 30 2 (D)
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- 3 212

1997 1 (D) ---- ---- ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 18,802 16.5 311,081 7,394 11.7 86,565 413 NA NA
1940 17,697 19.3 340,856 5,809 13.3 77,025 NA NA 65
1945 14,233 23.7 336,680 5,514 18.8 103,701 NA NA 632
1950 12,362 28.6 353,477 5,531 18.5 102,107 22 20.6 453
1954 9,845 23.2 228,132 4,867 23.9 116,109 32 6.3 200
1959 2/ 7,961 32.7 260,649 6,151 23.9 146,873 89 17.8 1,580
1964 5,813 37.1 215,385 5,058 29.3 148,265 130 15.7 2,036
1969 3,541 44.4 157,080 3,276 37.6 123,078 821 23.9 19,613
1974 5,059 67.3 340,347 4,329 37.2 161,224 1,009 20.1 20,283
1978 4,240 67.3 285,333 2,051 36.1 74,105 1,033 28.9 29,866
1982 4,561 74.6 340,026 3,543 29.9 106,051 1,590 22.0 35,022
1987 1,567 59.6 93,355 1,535 33.8 51,861 1,144 17.8 20,419
1992 1,427 95.4 136,129 2,200 41.1 90,484 398 26.7 10,608
1997 1,157 67.5 78,080 1,717 43.7 75,006 349 35.1 12,259

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
TOBACCO

Acreage Yield Production

Pounds Pounds
1935 4,976 766.7 3,815,294
1940 8,221 814.9 6,699,679
1945 5,756 1,271.8 7,320,225
1950 5,350 990.7 5,300,205
1954 5,853 1,011.9 5,922,674
1959 4,104 1,436.0 5,893,230
1964 3,802 1,678.6 6,382,050
1969 3,154 1,590.9 5,017,755
1974 3,561 1,688.0 6,010,856
1978 3,449 1,621.8 5,593,502
1982 3,048 1,680.6 5,122,473
1987 2,003 1,682.3 3,369,709
1992 2,411 1,982.2 4,779,067

1997 2,445 2,195.6 5,368,165

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 116 121 1,318 119 2,772 243 1,709 322 25,665 385 36,819
1940 28 195 3,404 104 2,188 160 1,692 277 16,131 236 20,494
1945 387 291 7,010 235 6,201 156 1,877 325 20,497 269 19,906
1950 120 577 14,530 229 5,837 92 1,373 64 13,015 55 11,239
1954 55 1,019 34,030 465 15,100 109 1,864 23 9,170 7 2,942
1959 21 1,193 42,051 636 24,641 38 761 16 4,876 15 5,534
1964 8 537 22,225 764 32,452 59 1,112 14 3,945 2 1,561
1969 31 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 18 NA NA NA NA NA NA 30 2,341 14 949
1978 12 266 11,907 1,129 58,024 (D) (D) 17 1,703 (D) (D)
1982 8 55 2,930 834 38,882 14 200 NA NA (D) (D)
1987 34 112 5,457 347 14,266 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 19 118 5,135 131 8,340 (D) 222 4 157 NA NA
1997 39 49 2,345 122 9,278 NA NA 5 470 NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are
in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 8,032 365 535 3,783 3,240 106 104
1940 11,452 300 620 8,624 8,563 466 641
1945 16,079 267 547 14,511 11,789 30 27
1950 14,318 947 2,202 11,734 12,423 542 684
1954 14,159 1,461 2,292 10,995 8,037 1,340 1,485
1959 11,447 1,127 2,518 8,824 10,118 792 1,186
1964 8,482 898 1,288 5,131 5,370 1,004 1,264
1969 8,051 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 8,329 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 9,334 422 1,160 7,176 10,394 985 1,598
1982 10,000 684 1,659 7,807 12,700 761 1,306
1987 11,126 1,032 2,613 8,484 11,051 917 1,406
1992 11,721 1,674 3,881 8,361 15,890 736 1,892
1997 14,952 856 1,788 12,258 23,809 744 1,671

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.  

CHARLOTTE


